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31 August 2004
Dear Colleague,

In September 2002, the newly formed International Precipitation Working Group (IPWG) held its first meeting in Madrid, Spain, which was hosted by the National Meteorological Institute of Spain.  The meeting was a result of a recommendation put forth by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), who had strongly encouraged the formation of IPWG with active participation by the WMO and the Global Precipitation Climatology Project (GPCP), within the framework of the Coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS).

In the area of quantitative precipitation measurements the purpose of the IPWG is to foster the:

· Development of better measurements, and improvement of their utilization;

· Improvement of scientific understanding;

· Development of international partnerships.

The objectives of the IPWG are:

(a) to promote standard operational procedures and common software for deriving precipitation measurements from satellites;

(b) to establish standards for validation and independent verification of precipitation measurements derived from satellite data; including:

· reference standards for the validation of precipitation for weather, hydrometeorological and climate applications;

· standard analysis techniques that quantify the uncertainty of ground-based measurements over relevant time and space scales needed by satellite products;
(c) to devise and implement regular procedures for the exchange of data on inter-comparisons of operational precipitation measurements from satellites;

(d) to stimulate increased international scientific research and development in this field and to establish routine means of exchanging scientific results and verification results;
(e) to make recommendations to national and international agencies regarding the utilization of current and  future satellite instruments on both polar and geostationary platforms; and 

(f) to encourage regular education and training activities with the goal of improving global utilization of remote sensing data for precipitation measurements.

The first meeting was aimed at surveying satellite-based rainfall estimation techniques, related research efforts, and establishment of validation efforts.  The results and proceedings of the first meeting are posted on the IPWG website:  http://www.isac.cnr.it/~ipwg .

We are pleased to announce that the IPWG is organizing the second Workshop on Precipitation Measurements on October 25-28, 2004. The workshop will be hosted by the Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) Marine Meteorology Division (MMD) in Monterey, California.  It will take place at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel in Monterey, California.
The goals for this second IPWG meeting are to obtain:

1) An update of operational and quasi–operational satellite-based estimates of precipitation for weather, hydrometeorological and climate applications, including the status of current and future satellite missions, both experimental and operational (TRMM, GPM, AMSR, DMSP, etc.).

2) An in-depth analysis of the issues underlying precipitation retrievals, such as retrievals over complex terrain, frozen precipitation, hydrometeor characterization, vertical structure, etc.

3) Analysis of the performance of current forecast models and satellite techniques over various seasons, rainfall regimes, and space-time scales (e.g., under what conditions do models outperform satellite?) and how they relate to the requirements and applications ranging from mesoscale to climate.

4) To update and further plan satellite and model precipitation validation and related activities.

The format of the workshop will be a plenary session, where brief presentations will be made by participants on topics of relevance, followed individual working group sessions.  We plan on having three working group sessions: Retrievals, Applications and Validation, where participants will help formulate recommendations and activities for the advancement of remote sensing of precipitation.   The meeting will adjourn in the early afternoon of Thursday, October 28.

You are cordially invited to submit an abstract for oral presentation. Abstracts that deal with current operational and research precipitation estimation techniques, applications to climate and weather, validation and future satellite missions are encouraged.  The abstract should be in English, approximately one half of an A4 page and provided in electronic form (Word, PDF, rich text, or simple text format). In case you are not able to provide your abstract in electronic form, please contact Dr. Joe Turk (address as shown on the registration form). The deadline for the receipt of the abstracts and registration is July 19, 2004.  This is three months prior to the conference, which is necessary in order to organize speakers and sessions.

A registration form is attached to this announcement.  Please indicate if you do not wish to make a presentation.  

The meeting will take place at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel, 1 Old Golf Course Road, in Monterey, California, 93943-4908.  Tel: (831)-372-1234, FAX: (831)-375-3960.  Blocks of rooms have been reserved at a special conference rate until September 24, 2004.  All attendees are responsible for making their own reservations with the Hyatt.  The attached Registration Form provides hotel reservation details and other related information.

An Abstract Brochure will be prepared in advance of the meeting, an  a publication of the workshop proceedings will follow shortly thereafter.  The deadline for your final manuscript for the proceedings is the Workshop time, that is, you are invited to bring it with you to Monterey.

Limited funds may be available to support travel costs and per diem for some attendees, especially for participants from developing countries. Requests for funding should be addressed to the IPWG co-chairpersons, Dr. Arnold Gruber (Arnold.Gruber@noaa.gov) and Dr. Vincenzo Levizzani (V. Levizzani@isac.cnr.it).

We hope you can participate and bring your expertise and ideas to Monterey.

Yours Sincerely,

Joe Turk and Peter Bauer

IPWG-2004 Meeting Co-Organizers

Arnold Gruber and Vincenzo Levizzani

IPWG Co-chairpersons

Program Committee:

Elizabeth E. Ebert, Bureau of Meteorology, Australia

Arnold Gruber, NOAA-NESDIS, Camp Springs, MD, USA

Donald E. Hinsman, WMO, Geneva, Switzerland

Vincenzo Levizzani, ISAC-CNR, Bologna, Italy

Chris Kidd, University of Birmingham, UK

James F. W. Purdom, CIRA, Colorado State Univ., Ft. Collins, CO, USA

Local Organizing Committee:

Joe Turk, NRL-Monterey, California

Jeff Haferman, FNMOC, Monterey, California

Jason Nachamkin, NRL-Monterey, California

Jeff Hawkins, NRL-Monterey, California
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